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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
Every modern business enterprise wants to serve as
large a number of its customers as possible. To serve them
they usually have attractive stores, beautiful fronts,
courteous clerks, and a good quality of merchandise at a
fair price. They have goods and services, and they realize
that the selling of these goods and services is important
to their continuation in a profitable business. They realize that, "He that serves best profits most".
In a democracy the school exists to serve all the
youth which can profit by what it has to offer. Since there
is a relationship between scholastic attainment and regularity of attendance, 1

the school should strive to keep as

many scholastics in regular attendance as possible. The
American public school is one of the basic social institutions of our democracy, and if it is to serve fully the
purpose for its existence it must hold and keep 1n school
regularly as long as possible the boys and girls for which
the school was established.
Origin and Statement of Problem.
This study grew out of a consideration of the fact
that out of an average enrollment of eight hundred thirty
1

Charles H. Butler, 11 The Relation of Achievement
and Attendance in one High School,'~ School Review, Vol.
XLIV, pp. 288-290.
1

2

pupils for the past five years the average high school graduation class had only fifteen members. At the 1940 session
of the Arkansas State Teachers Association, the State Supervisor of Schools pointed out that the small number of Negro
high school graduates was due to the low percentage of attendance in both the elementary and secondary schools.

In

the light of these considerations it is the thought of the
writer that if the causes for such low attendances can be
found, a much larger number of boys and girls may be encouraged to remain in school long enough to graduate from
high school. The causes may also suggest remedies for improving the curriculum to meet the needs of the boys and
girls.
The problem involved in this study finds expression in a series of questions:
1. What is the status of attendance of the Negro
school children in Texarkana, Arkansas?
2. Is the status of school attendance of the Negro
school children in Texarkana, Arkansas, similar
to the status of the children in the state and
in the nation?
3. What are the causes of irregular attendance?*
Purpose of ~ Study
This study aims to find some of the underlying
causes of irregular attendance in the Negro Public Schools
of Texarkana, and to interpret them so that the average

*Irregular

attendance in this study will mean the absence of a pupil from school one or more days .

3

teacher may be able to use the results in improving school
attendance. It may also be used as a guide for individuals
who are making similar studies, and may be used as a basis
for making recommendations based upon attendance.
Scope of Study.
This study was limited to the two elementary
schools and the high school for Negroes in Texarkana, Arkansas, and to the Negro population of Texarkana, whose
school population was 1248 in 1941. Further limitations upon the study should be noted. It is not concerned with that
phase of school attendance which embraces the enrorcement
of compulsory school laws. Neither does it consider the attendance records of those students who are generally denoted by such terms as "withdrawals" and "dropouts ". It
deals only with those pupils who sometime during the school
year are entered on school registers from which they a.r e
not withdravm or dropped .

The data on attendance used in this

Source of Data.

study came

from: (1) the United States Office of Education, Washington, D. C., (2) the Biennial Report of the Arkansas State
Board of Education, Little Rock, Arkansas, (3) the records
of the County Examiner of Miller County, (4) daily reports
of the teachers to the principals, (5) principals' reports,
(6) the school files in the superintendent's office, (7)
questionnaires, (8) and from personal interviews.

4

Methods of Investigation.
The steps or procedures followed by the investigator in making this study>as indicated in the preceding
sections, and in the "Table of Contents," are set forth
below.
1.

A review of similar and related studies was made in

order to benefit by the thinking and findings of other investigators interested in problems similar in nature to the
present study.
2.

A critical study was made of selected general edu-

cational literature bearing on the problem of school attendance . The points of view of outstanding educational writers were noted and recorded. As a basis for sound thlnklng
1n considering the issues involved in this particular study,

such educational literature included textbooks, periodicals,
national reports, etc., as indicated in bibliography.
3.

A study was made of the Biennlal Report of the Ar-

kansas State Board of Education, Little Rock , Arkansas, for
the purpose of obtaining the necessary information pertaining to the daily attendanc& in the public elementary and
secondary schools of the State of Arkansas.
4.

The records of the County Examiner of Miller Coun-

ty, Arkansas, were consulted to obtain information about
the average daily attendance in the elementary and secondary schools of Texarkana, Arkansas. Figures relating to
the annual enumeration of the three Negro schools were likewise obtained from the City Superintendent of Schools.

5

5.

Contact was made with the United States Office of

Education, Washington, D. C., in order to acquire information concerning the average daily attendance of the public
elementary and secondary schools of the United States.
6.

The Principals' Annual Reports to the Superinten-

dent of Schools Texarkana, Arkansas, were obtained and
analyzed in order to determine the enrollment by grades,
and the corresponding percentages of attendance.
7.

A questionnaire (See Appendix A) carefully designed

to make inquiry concerning the causes for pupil's absences
was carried 1n person weekly, usually on Fridays or Saturdays, to the homes of the absentees whose names had been
obtained as follows:
a.

In the two elementary schools the daily registers
of the teachers were obtained from the principals
each Friday, and the name of each absent pupil,
his address, and grade were written on the questionnaire.

b.

In order to secure names from the Texarkana,
Arkansas, Negro High School Form B (See Appendix}
was placed in the High School Principal's office
to be filled daily by his clerk. These names were
in turn transferred to the questionnaire forms
and submitted to the pupils at their homes indicated in ''a 11

as

above.

After each weekly absentee thus filled out
the questionnaire in person, under the supervi-

6

sion of the investigator, his response to each
item on the questionnaire was checked immediately with a parent. Wherever or whenever the
parent's response to an item did not coincide
with that of the student the former was substituted on the questionnaire. If a child or
parent w.as not at home, return trips were made.
8.

As rapidly as the questionnaires were collected the

respective responses were tabuJ.ated on a master- sheet. The
tables appearing in this study were in turn made up from
this sheet.
9.
eight

A critical analysis of the data set forth 1n step

•a"

was made with a view to interpret the Texarkana,

situation. InterpretatioD11were made in the light of the
author's findings in the performance of steps "l" and

11

2"

above . That is to say, the tabular- data picture set forth
in eight "8" was related to the findings made in step "1 11
and "2".

CHAPTER II
REVIEW OF RELATED STUDIES
General Studies.
The school is the state's gift to children, and in
order to make the best of this gift, it is highly desirable that every child should improve his opportunity to the
:fullest by regular and punctual attendance. Even though
states have enacted compulsory attendance laws to protect
children from ignorance there are still many children who
do not attend school.

According to Sears 1 there are three types of attendance problems, viz:

1. The child who is rarely or never at school.
2. The child who is irregular in attendance.
3. The child who is frequently late to school..

He indicates that the big problem of the school is
the second case because the state's compulsory school laws
are supposed to take care of the first, while the third
can be cared ror by the parent and the school. According
to this study many of the causes of irregular attendance
are due to illness, severe storms, and serious trouble at
home. He stated that these causes are justified. On the

other hand, he found many unjustifiable causes, among
which he lists the school itself, cross and unsympathetic
1

.E:21,

Jesse B. Sears, Classroom Organization and ConBoston: Houghton Mifflin Company, pp. 51-"S'r.' 7

8

teachers, a formal curriculum, a stiff and unnatural atmosphere, and a gloomy, uncomfortable room. In this connection Sears significantly points out that when the child
does re-enter school, whether his reason is justifiable or
not, he will have to work harder because his interest will
have been weakened, and the temptation to get a job and
work will come stronger than ever.
According to this invest1gator,1rregularity causes
the child to lose respect for the school and learning
while at the same time develops habits of slovenliness
that will handicap him later in life. In order to overcome
this irregularity, the first step is the setting-up of adequate records and reports for proper guidance of pupils,
parents and teachers.
Sears 1 thinks that many parents are careless and
indifferent and this makes it nearly impossible for the
child to do his school work orderly; yet, he believes the
home is not always the cause of the pupil's being irregular in attendance. It may be that the pupil is physically
defective, truant, or careless. He recommends that such
pupils be studied individually so the needs of that individual child can be met. Having done this the next step
would be to make the school attra~tive by (1) improving its
physical appearance, and (2) the curriculum.

i

Jesse B. Sears, op. cit., p. 60.
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Edwards

1

f ound in his study on school attendance

that in every community, there are many chil dren who are
needlessl y absent from school .
reasons for their absence .

They have no l egitimate

They are absent a day or two

at a time to assist with the chores and farm work.
are largely absent because of parental negl ect .

Ti:iey

He stat es

that they are absent 1n spite of c ompulsory school laws.
Douglass and Wind2 found in their study that strict
enforcement of the attendance laws , together with enl ightened attitude of the school peopl e and empl oyers of Minneapolis in respect to work permits, kept many pupi1s in
school.

'Ibey noted that pupils of parents who have had

high school or college training attended school more regularly than those of pa.rents who were not quite so welleducated.

In this study, Douglass and \~ind show that chil dren

of laborers attend school fewer days than children of business or professional people .
Cubberley3 states that the reason why many children
are irregular in attendance i s the fact that the school
does not appeal to them.

'I'b.ey are not interested in what is

· 1 N;wton Edwards, "School Attendance in the United
States , •t Elementary School Journal, Vol. XXVI, No . 3,
November, 1935, pp . 161- 164
2
Harl R. Douglass , and Kate Wind, "Factors Related to Withdrawals from J1.mior High Schools in Minneapolis!' E1ementar:y: School Journal , Vol. XX.XVI , No . 5,
pp . 375- 380 .
3E11wood P. Cubberley, The Principal and His School
Boston, Houghton Mifflin Company, p~. 247- 26-g-- - I

•
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going on . He states that truancy is due to the facts that
the school work lacks interest and vitality, the companionship on the playground is not appealing, and the school
work is not adapted to the pupil ' s need.
Edwin D. Mart1n 1

found in his study at Houston ,

Texas, that there is no single reason for pupils to be absent from school, and joins Sears in thinking that absences
should be followed by case studies . The findings of this
study reveal that children of paren t s who finished the
eighth grade tend to be absent fewer times than children
of parents who finished lower than the eighth grade . From
this it may be inferred that the better the education of
the parent, the mor e regular the attendance of the child
will be. ~hey further show that pupils who make good scholastic marks tend to be absent less than those who make
poor marks .
One significant finding of his was that there was
no reliable difference between the absences of the pupils
in the upper third of the group and those in the l ower
third of the group . The upper third of the group had an
I . Q. of 105. 2 and t he l ower thi rd had an I . Q. of 94 . 5 .
McHenry2

pointed out in his study of, "Student

Elimination Versus School Records" , t hat the education of
1

Edwin D. Martin, "Some Causes of Non- Attendance
in a Junior High Schoolt' School and Society, Vol . LV,
No. 1413 J anuary 24 , 1~42, pp . ll'O"=l.11.
AR . B. McHenry, "student Elimination Versus School
Records,~ Industrial Art s and Vocati onal Education , Vol .
XJCIX, Febr uary, 1940,pp." -mr=4 •

11

parents, the scholastic achievement of the pupils and the
size of the family had some influence upon their dropping
out of school. Equally important was the fact that boys are
more irregular in attendance than girls.

·1·0

remedy this he

suggests that the school should work out a co-operative
plan by which boys could attend school a half day and work
in industry the other half

to earn something for the sup-

port of their families and also for themselves. McHenry was
also of the opinion that the secondary school curriculum
should be analyzed and revised so that boys and girls of
the lower mental ages could be kept in school.
Truancy Studies.
Sullenger, 1 states that non-attendance and truancy
are indications that the child is in an environment where
his fundamental needs are not met . The personality and attitudes of the teacher, as well as the poorly adjusted curriculum, are vital factors in the truant problem.
The study made by Sullenger points out that twentyfive per cent of the cases of truancy occur between fourteen and fifteen years of age. This is the age when the
child has a desire for self-expression and he rebels against
any restraint placed upon him . This period of child development requires the highest type of leadership on the part
of his teachers .
1

Earl T. Sullenger, "Some Social Factors in School
Attendance," School and Society, Vol . XLI, No. 1 051,
pp. 238- 240.
-
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Sullenger found that eighty per cent of th? truant
cases ranged .from dullness to definitely feeble-mindedness.
He recommended special care for these cases because they
are the ones that develop anti-social attitudes.
In this study eighty-three and nine-tenths per cent
of the 436 families studied had received aid of some kind
from one or more of the community's relief agencies. This
shows a very high correlation between low economic status
and absence from school.

Sullenger reminds us that while

there are always 1n operation several factors to cause nonattendance at school, they seldom, if ever , operate singly.
This study shows that forty-two and three-tentl:B per
cent of the parents who had children in the irregular attendance category were unemployed. It adds that:
The next highest percentage was found to be laborers, with 21.5 per cent; building trades constituted 6.1 per cent; salesmen, 4. 6 per cent; shoemakers,
3.1 per cent; and truck drivers 3.1 per cent. The
remainder was represented by thirty different trades
and occupations . No doubt in many cases the children
are kept out of school by the parents that they may
help earn a living. This was especially ioticeable
in certain racial and nationality groups.
Sullenger postulates that the chief cause of irregular attendance in Omaha was the lack of home co-operatlon and home supervision.

Again he indicates that there

were certain districts in Omaha that had the traditions of
poor attendance and disrespect for school authorities.
1:arl T. Sullenger, op. cit., pp. 239-240.
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Finally Sullenger lists such factors as:the disintegration of the neighborhood,lack of playgrounds, and poverty as add itional causes of non-attendance.
In a study made by Johnson 1 it is pointed out that
irregular attendance and truancy are serious handicaps to
the child and society. He feels that the child's fundamental needs are not being met. To meet this situation, he
advises social diagnosis to meet and to improve this condition. In this study it was found that many children in Chicago did not attend school because their parents regarded
t hem as "money making machines • " They kept their children
in filth so that people would sympathize with them.
Johnson gives the causes for truancy among girls as
follows: 2
Evil influences of bad conpanionship; influence of
older women and girls, as well as boys; evil communications of the street; dance halls; taverns;
smoking; indifferent, intemperate, and illiterate
parents; mental, auditory and visual defects; employment of both parents during ~he day; wife desertion; retardation in the grades; ambition of
girls who want to go to work; malnutrition and the
physical rebellion of an underfed child; lack of
shoes and clothing, and the sensitive temperament
of the girl.
Statistics for this study made by Jobnsone show
that the average truant boy had an I. Q. of seventy five
to eighty. He was retarded in his school work from one to
1

William H. Johnson, "The Problem of Truancy in
the Chicago Schools," School and Society, Vol. XLV, No.
1168 , Mal 15, 1937, pp. 665-672:"
Ibid. , p. 669.
3

.!E!£.,

p. 670.
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five years. Only four per cent of the boys had I. Q. 's above
the normal. Only fifty to fifty-eight per cent showed both
parents to be living. The median age for the truant boy was
twelve and six-tenths.
In concluding this study the investigator laments
the indifference generally ahown to the problem of irregular attendance when he states that crime and punishment
cost the United States fourteen billions of dollars yearly,
while only three and one-half billions of dollars are spent
yearly by educational, religious, and recreational agencies
for the development of future citizens . The indication here
is that, if more money is spent for these latter things,
crime will be reduced.
The study is closed with the statement by Johnson
that one generation of truant boys and girls brings on another generation of truant boys and girls. He challenges
society to get rid of as many ~ruants as possible so that
the following generation will be blessed with fewer antisocial men and women.
Illness Studies .
The study of excessive absences by Brazelton1 which
was carried on at iucson, Arizona, found the causes of absences to be as follows: illness, fifty nine and threetenths per cent; causes requiring individual adjustment,
nineteen and three-tenths per cent; truancy, twelve and five
1

Cal.anthe Brazelton, "Excessive Absences Of High
School Girls ,rt School Review, Vol. XLVII, No . 1, January,
1931, pp. 51-55.
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tenths per cent; work, five and nine-tenths per cent; and
trips, three per cent. This large percentage of absences due
to illness was greater than is found in the average locality
because Tucson is a resort city. Nevertheless, it substantiated the fact that illness is the greatest single cause
of absence in any locality. 1 That colds and influenza cause
more absences than any other single illness is in complete
harmony with Dr . Mason's study of respiratory diseases. 2
The second largest group in this study of absences
was the group needing individual adjustment. Cf'his group
comprised nineteen and five-tenths per cent of the cases
studied. This group needed individual case-study . C. L.
Mosher , 3 director of the attendance of the New York State
Department of Education, said that the case-study method
was the best means of discovering the causes of trouble for
the child who had attendance difficulties . Brazelton also
reconnnended individual studies for children who are persistently truant.
In a study made by Henderson4 at Salt Lake City,
Utah, she found that illness was the chief caus~ of absences , and fifty per cent of the total school absence was
due to colds . She stated that many cases of earache, sore
throat , and headache may be contributed to colds. She is
1
2

Calanthe Brazelton, op. cit,, pp . 51-55.
Ib1d.

"Iora.
4

touise Henderson, "Study of Absences on the
Account of Sickness among High School Girls," School and
Society . Vol. XXXVI, No . 1, December, 1932, pp . 797-8mr7
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I
convinced that the schools should treat a cold as a real
enemy and try to prevent it. Henderson emphasizes that, if
we mmntain that health is one of the objectives of the

school, we should consider it more critically, more s e riously , and more thoroughly, especially when so many irregular attendances are due to illness.
Palmer 1 showed in his study that the incidence of
communicable diseases had a marked offeot upon the attendance rate. It was further shown in Palmer's study that
during periods of prosperity boys sixteen years old and
ove r drop out of school and get work so they can make good
the family losses during periods of depression.
In the Waco study, Cunningham2 found that moat of
the absences were due to communicable diseases that are
reported weekly to the State Health Department by the local
health authorities. Forty and nine-tenths (40.9) per cent
of the total cases of absence were due to reportable diseases. Colds, chicken pox, and influenza were the three
great causes of absence.
In the second group were illnesses that are noncommunicable diseases

yet they are health problems. The

Chas. w. Palmer, "Absences, Lateness, and Dropouts, in the Northeast High School, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania~" School and s ociety, Vol. XXXIV, No. 863, pp.
1

68 -69 .

2

-

Margaret L. Cunningham, "A Study of the Causes
of Absence in Relation to Socio-Economic Status;' Master's
Thesis, Unpublished, University of Texas, 1940, pp. 40-85 .
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three outstanding causes were digestive disorders, headaches, and nausea .
The third cause of absence in the Cunningham study
was grouped as injuries due to accidents . The parents gave
ten causes of injuries . They were blistered feet, bruises,
scalds, burns , cuts and _p ierces , dislocations, eye injuries,
fractures, unclassified injuries, sprains, and stings.
In the elem..entary s dhool s at Waco, Texas, Cunningham found that work represented four and sixty- six hundredths
per cent of the total cases and two and three- tenths per
cent of the total days missed from school. The group that
was absent on account of work ranked fifth in number of
cases which were absent from school.
The Waco inv estigation found that the chief causes
of absences were reportable diseases ; non reportable diseases; injuries due to accidents ; conditions related to
health; work; transportation ; social and recreational
causes; and ec onomic reasons other than work. Absences decreased as the child progressed through school .
Reavis, Pierce , Stullken1 gave ill ness, work, home
conditions, school conditions, the weather, and truancy as
the causes of irregular attendance . They found that the
personal ill ness of the pupils and the illness of members
of their families accounted for more pupil absences than
1will1am C. Reavis, Paul R. Pierce, Edward R.
Stullken, The Elementar; School I t s Organization and Administration, Chicago:he Universi ty of Chicago Press,
1932, pp . Th8-ll 5.

l8

any other cause.

They found that respiratory diseases and

epidemics led all other diseases in causing irregular attendance.

They also stated that work was the second rea-

son why pupils were irregular in attendance.

This study

points out that this was especially true of schools located
in a district where agricultural interests were centered in
a particular crop.

They also gave economic conditions of

the home as a large factor in irregular attendance.
It was found in this study that the preparation and
the influence of the teacher exercised a stronger influence
upon pupil absence than the character of the building, equipment, and grounds .

However, they did find that in the

case of respiratory illness the type of ventilation found
in the classroom had an important influence upon

absence.

Reavis , Pierce, and Stullken found that children
between the ages of nine and fourteen bad fewer absences
than younger or older pupils .

Distance from school was

found to have little influence upon absence .
Reavis , Pierce, and Stullken concluded that health
not only influence attendance , but it influenced the general attitude of the child toward the school.

They in-

sisted that the principal must study the causes of irregular attendance and strive to remove them.

CHAPTER III
ANALYSIS OF ATTENDANCE RECORDS OF STUDENTS ENROLLED IN
TEXARKANA~ ARKANSAS SCHOOLS
Table I below shows the enrollment, and the percentage of attendance for the twelve grades of the Negro
elementary and secondary schools of Texarkana , Arkansas,
for the year 1941-1942 . From a study of this table, one
finds there were 516 pupils enrolled in the first four
grades of the school system . On the other hand, in the up-

per eight grades of the Texarkana, Arkansas, Negro schools ,
there were only 502 pupils enrolled . Stating it in another
way, fifty and sixty- nine hundredths per cent of the pupils

enrolled in the Negro schools of Texarkana, Arkansas, were
in the first four grades .
TABLE I
ENROLLMENT AND PERCENTAGE OF ATTENDANCE BY GRADES IN THE
NEGRO SCHOOLS OF TEXARKANA, ARKANSAS, FOR THE YEAR
1941-1942

Grade
1
2
3
4
5

6
7
8
9

10
11

12
Total

Enrollment

Percenta5e of Attendance

1 43
1 22
128
1 23
92
85
79
69
53
49
41
34

65.8
74.3
80.0
75 . 7
77 . 0
77 . 5
7 5. 0
72. 4
76.6
68.0
86 . 4
86 .1

1 018

76.0
19
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There are twenty-one teachers, including one fulltime principal, employed as instructors in the schools
covered in this study. Ten of these instructors are distributed among the first four grades. This gives an average enrollment of fifty one and six-tenths pupils per teacher. The remaining eleven teachers, of the eight upper
grades, have 502 pupils, an average enrollment of forty
five and six-tenths pupils per grade . This shows a nearly
equal distribution of pupils per teacher throughout the
system. It is readily seen that with such a large class it
is impossible for a teacher to give sufficient individualized instruction to her students. This consideration points
to an underlying cause of irregular attendance -

for with-

out adequate individualized instruction the school can not
be adapted to the needs and interests of the pupils. He
then becomes dissatisfied with school life and tends to
drop out on any pretext.
There were nineteen more pupils enrolled in the
first grade than in the tenth, eleventh, and twelfth grades
combined. Since the senior high school begins with the
tenth grade, there were more pupils in the first grade of
the Texarkana Negro schools than there were in the SENIOR
HIGH SCHOOL. Table I shows the enrollment of the second
grade to be two less than the senior high school. The third
grade enrolled only three more than did the senior high
school, while the fourth grade had only one less. These observations warrant due and serious consideration on the
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pa.rt of parents, teachers, citizens, and school officials
alike.
In the junior high school, the seventh, eighth, and
ninth grades of the Texarkana, Arkansas, Negro schools,
there were 201 pupils. This enrollment was 315 pupils less
than the number in the first four grades. In other words
the first four grades had two and fifty-six hundredths
times more pupils than the grades commonly called the junior high school. The junior high school constituted twenty
per cent of the total enrollment whereas the first four
grades had fifty and sixty-nine hundredths per cent of the
total enrollment . The junior high school had seventy-seven
more pupils than the senior high schoo~. There were approximately one and six-tenths times more pupils in the junior
high school than there were in the senior high school.
The senior high school had an enrollment of only
124 out of a scholastic population of 1248; that is to say

that only one-tenth of the Negro school population of Texarkana, Arkansas, is in the senior high school proper. The
total enro~Lment in the senior high school differs very
litv~e from the total enrollment in the second, third, or
fourth grades , respectively. The tota~ senior high school
enrollment is nineteen l ess than that of the first grade.
Only twelve and eighteen hundredths per cent of the Negro
pupils

enrolled in Texarkana, Arkansas, schools is in

the senior high school. For Texas , 1 Louisiana, and Oklahoma,
1 Arthur B. Moehlman, School Administ.L•ation, Boston:
Hougnton Mifflin Company, 1940, p. 77.
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thre~ neighboring states, the percentage of total enrollment in high school in 1935-1936 was twenty-one and fivetenths per cent, sixteen and eight-tenths per cent, and
nineteen and three-tenths per c0nt, respectively. This
places the average for Texarkana, four and sixty-two hundredths per cent below Louisiana, which had the smallest
percentage of the total enrollment in the high school of
the above named states. It is thus evident that the enrollment in the Negro schools of Texarkana , is weighted in the
first four grades -

an observation that deserves the seri-

ous thought and concerted action of all progressive citizens.
To summarize; Texarkana, Arkansas, schools for Negroes have 693 pupils in the first six grades of the elementary school, 201 pupils in the seventh, eighth, and
ninth grades of the junior high school, and 124 pupils in
the tenth, eleventh, and twelfth grades of the senior high
school. Of the total enrollment sixty-eight and seven hundredths per cent was in the elementary grades, nineteen
and seventy-four hundredths per cent in the junior high
school and twelve and eighteen hundredths per cent in the
senior high school.
Turning from an analysis of the figures dealing
with total enrollments, to considerations of percentage of
attendance, we find that it is lowest in the first grade
and highest in the eleventh and twelfth grades . The percentage of attendance in the first grade is sixty-five and
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eight-tenths

while the percentage of attendance for the

eleventh grade ls eighty-six and four-tenths. This is a
difference of twenty and six-tenths per cent. The three
grades with the highsst percentage are third, twelfth and
eleventh, respectively . The highest percentage of attendance in the first six grades is in the third grade . The
highest percentage of attendance for the junior high school,
or the seventh, eighth, and ninth grades, is found to be in
the ninth grade . The eleventh grade leads the senior high
school as well as all the grades with the highest percenta ge of attendance. The Texarkana, Arkansas, Negro schools'

percentage of attendance was seventy-six for the school
year 1941-1942, which is about eleven per cent

below the

national average . 1
The percentages of attendance in all public ele-

mentary and secondary schools of the United States, the
percentage of attendance in the state of Arkansas, and the
percentage of attendance of the three schools involved i n
this study are given in Table I I .
Table I I

TEE PERCENTAGE OF ATTENDANCE IN THE PUBLIC ELEMENTARY AND
SECONDARY SCHOOLS OF ARKANSAS, THE UNITED STATES, AND
TEXARKANA, ARKANSAS
Year
I937-1938
1938-1939

!940-1941

I04"I.-I942
Jtverage

1

Arkansas
1'1 .o

united

states

Texarkana

79.1

86.3
86.7

s1.o

82.0
S3.o
13.o
82 .0

,s .se

86.8

'19.2

19.9
1

85.8

76.0

united states Office of Education . (See AppendixC)
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From a study of this table one finds that the Negro school's
of Texarkana, had a higher percentage of attendance than
the State of Arkansas as a whole for the years 1937-1938
and 1938-1939. But in the year 1939-1940 the State of Arkansas' percentage of attendance was six and one-tenth per
cent above that for Texarkana, Arkansas, Negro schools. The
percentages of attendance for the State of Arkansas in 1940
-1941 and 1941-1942 were not given in Table II because the
Biennial Report of the Arkansas State Board of Education
had not been published when this study was made. For the
years given in Table II the Texarkana, Arkansas, Negro
schools lead the State of Arkansas in the average percentage of attendance .
When we compare the percentage of attendance of the
Texarkana, Arkansas, N~gro schools with the percentage of
attendance for the schools of the United States, we find
that the elementary and secondary schools of the n a Uon
have a higher percentage of attendance for each year
studied with an average of seven and six-tenths per cent
over Texarkana, for the whole period . It is to be noted
that the percentage of attendance for the schools of the
United States has shown a steady but gradual increase,
amounting to five-tenths of one per cent, for the period.
As graphicall y represented in Chart I, page 25, the percentage of attendance for the Negro schools of Texarkana,
Arkansas, showed a considerable dip for the years 19391940 and 1941-1942. Over a year 's period the percentage
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of attendance for t he Negro schools of Texarkana , Arkansas ,
dropped ten per cent during the schol astic year 1939- 1940 ,
while the percentage of attendanc& for the schools of the
United States for the same year increased four- tenths of
one per cent .

A

simil ar drop in percentage of attendance

occurred between the school year 1940- 1941 and 1941-1942,

when it was six per cent rather than t en. Figures are not
yet available for the public elementary and secondary schools
of the United States for the 1941- 1942 .
Irregular attendance 1s found 1n all the grades of
the Negro school of Texarkana, Arkansas . The data of Table
III shows that of the 1018 pupils enrolled 750 or seventythree and six- tenths per cent wer e absent one or more times.
TABLE III

IRREGULAR ATTENDANCE BY GRADES IN THE NEGRO SCHOOLS OF
TEXARKANA ARKANSAS FOR THE YEAR 1941- 1942
Total
NumPupils Absent
Pupils Not AbGrade Enroll- one or more
ber
sent a single
ment
times
Per-+
t i me
ererfeet
Number centa e
centa e
Number
1

143

101

70

42

30

0

+
The "Number per.feet col umn" refers to the "tardiness",
not "absences 11 o.f stuaents. It indicates the number of
students who were not tardy a single instance .

CHAPTER IV
ANALYSIS AND COMPARISON OF SOME CAUSES OF IRREGULAR

ATTENDANCE

In the preceding chapter, facts and figures pertaining to the extent of irregular attendance in Texarkana,
Arkansas,Negro schools as revealed by the data were analyzed and presented. it is the purpose of this chapter to
consider and present data relative to the causes of indicated absenues. The investigator recognizes the fact that
the determination of causes is the first step to be taken
in any effort or program to improve school attendance , and
thereby enable all the scholastics to get the benefit of
the br.aining provided by the taxpayer's dollar . Regardless
of how efficient a school system may be in operation , unless all the students of all the people are in regular attendance it is impossible for the school to render to the
supporting society or community the type of educational
service required for the continued existence of our demo-

cratic social order.
A complete picture or presentation of the various
and numerous causes for absences in these schools are set
forth in Tables IV and

v.

Table IV on page 28 indicates that illness contributed more to the cause of irregular attendance than
any other single factor . For the sake of clarity the data
ha-e

been grouped under four types of illness 27

commnn
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TABLE IV
ABSENCES CAUSED BY ILLNESS
GRADES

"· TYPES OF

-COMMON AILMENTS 27 1 2
ILLNESS

1

2

3

~

3116

Colds
20 11 21 10
Headache
1 0 5 2
Sore throat
0 1 0 2
Toothache
2 0 0 2
Stomach Trouble 1 0 1 0
Chills and Fever l 0 3 0
0 0 l
Asthma
0
1 0 0 0
;111ousness
a.rache

CONTAGIOUS DISEASES
Mumps

Influenza
Skin Disease
Pneumonia
Measles
Chicken Pox

5

TOTAL PER ··

6

8 10 17 .,., 1

5

1 5

140 18.66

5 16 4 1
3 0 0 0
1 1 1 0
0 0 1 0
0 0 1 0
0 0 0 0
l
0 0 0
0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0

3
1
1
0
0
0
0
0

103 1 3.73
1 2 1.6

0

0 5
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
l 0
0 0
0 0

7
0
0

7

5

. 93
.66
.53
.53
. 40
.13

0

0

0

0
1
0
0
0
0

23 17

7

5

7

5

3 2 0

2

5 1

77 10. 24

20 11

5
1
1

4

7

1

0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0

5 1
0 0

0
0
0
0

2 1
0 1
0 0
1 0
0 0
0 0

63 8. 40

0

5
0
0
0
0
0

2

0
0
0
0

1

1
1

5

1
1

2

4

2

2

1

0 2 3

0

0 1

0

1

2
0
0
0

0

0

1

0 0
1 1
l 1
0 0
0 0

0
0

0
0

0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0

0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0

1

1
2
0
0

Vaccination
Bad Eyes
Menstruation
Weak Legs
Adenoids
Poor Hearing
Appendicitis
Heart Trouble

5
0
0
0
1
0
0
0

FAMILY ILLNESS

3

8

7

2

Contagious Disease
1
Illness
2

5

1

0

3

6

2

1
0

0
0
l

0

0 O 0

8

0 0
0 0
0 0

SPECIAL AILMENTS 6

0
0
0

4
3
1
1

3

1
0

0

4

0 0

1
0
0
0

TOTALS

CENT

7 8 9 10 111.2

1

.13

1.06
.40
.13
. 13
. 13

23 3 . 06

0
0
1
0
0
0
0
0

9 1. 20

0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0

5
3

2
1
1
1

. 66

.40
. 27
.13
.1 3
.13
.13

1

0 0 1
0 0 0

0

1

1 3 4

3

1 0

33 4 . 39

0
0

0
1

0 0 0

0
3

0 0
1 0
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59 39 49 25 17 17 2114 8 10

7 7

1 3 4

1

7

. 93
2. 50

273 36.40
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ailments, contagious diseases, special ailments, family
illness. One can readily'see that the major cause of irregular attendance in the Negro schools of Texarkana, Arkansas, is personal illness. In many studies this is the
only cause taken under consideration. 1 Of the 750 cases of
absence studied, 273 were related specifically to the health
of the child. '.1•hat means that thirty-six and four-tenths
per cent of the total causes of absence from school were on
account of illness on the part of school children, and
their immediate family. This finding agrees with that of
. Cunningham 1 s 2 study at Waco, where seventy-eight and five-tenths
per cent of the total cases of absence from school were due
to personal illness, and eighty-five and six-tenths per cent
of the total days lost were due to personal. illness. However, when this study is further compared with Cunningham's,
one finds her "percentage of absence due to illness" to be
approximately twice that of this study. This comparison
does not infer that the health conditions of Texarkana,
students were much better than those of the ,, aco students.
It simply indicates that most of the Waco students were absent on the account of illness, while the Texarkana students were absent for many causes other than illness especially work and the lack of clothing. The same point of
view should obtain in considering a study made by Moehlman~
1

Margaret L. Cunningham, op. cit., p. 7.
Ibid., p. 7.
0 '1Faiur B. Moehlman , School Administration, Boston:
Hough.ton Mifflin Company, 1940, pp. 322-323.
2
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in Detroit, which showed that child illness and illness in
the home were responsibl e for almost sixty per cent of all
absences.

In this s t udy, as stated above, it was only

thirty-six and four- tenths per cent.
During

the year 1926-1927 , a school

l

health study

was made at Newton, Massachusetts, by the Metropolitan Life
Insurance Company.

The study showed that each month twenty-

four to thirty- eight per cent of the elementary school were
absent due to illness . An average of one and eighty-two
hundredths days a year were lost on account of colds.
The study at Newton, Massachusetts, finds that illness
is the cause of most absences . Tb.is is in agreement with
the causes of irregular attendance in the Negro Schools
at Texarkana, which was found to be thirty- a ix and fourtenths per cent .

In a study made by Henderson2 at Salt Lake City, it
was found that i l lness was the chief cause of absence and
fifty per cent of the total absences were due to colds .
She contributed many cases of earache, headache, and sore
throat to col ds .

T.b.e study made at Texarkana, Arkansas,

compares favorable with the Handers an study. In the Texarkana study colds wa s the chief cause of absence due to
illness . In the study made in Arkansas, colds accounted for
.,
thirteen and seventy-three hundredths per cent of all the
1 The Metropolitan Life Insurance Company , A School
Health Study .2f Newton, Massachusetts , New York; Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, 1928, pp. 1- 85
2Louise Henderson, 0 stud.y of Absences on the Account of Sickness Among High School Girl s," School and
Society,VOl. XXVI. No. 938 , pp. 797- 800
-
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causes of illness. Of the 750 cases of absence, 103 of them
were due to colds. Of the twenty-six different kinds of
illness in the Texarkana

study, colds had the greatest fre-

quency. Only one cause, and that was work, had a greater
frequency than colds.
Palmer 1 showed in his study that the incidence of
communicable diseases had a marked effect upon the attendance rate. In the year 1941-1942 there were many communicable diseases in Texarkana. This has been largely due to
the influx of defense workers which caused a congestion in
the housing situation. This year (1941-1942) there were
sixty-three cases of mumps reported by the schools. !n the
year (1940-1941) only eighteen cases of mumps were reported by the three Negro schools of Texarkana, Arkansas.
A study of the causes of absence was made in Philadelphia• in 1931-1932 and illness was found to be the leading cause of irregular attendance.

Forty-one per cent of

all the absences was due to illness of the child and illness in the family. Illness as a cause of irregular attendance in the Texarkana

study was only four per cent less

than that of the Philadelphia study, which is a very close
correlation. This study and similar studies give evidence
that illness is one of the factors to be considered when
1

Chas. W. Palmer, ''Absences, Lateness, and Dropouts, in the Northeast High School, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania," School and Society, Vol. XXXIV. No. 863, pp. 68-70.
1United States Department of Interior, ComWulsory
School Attendance Laws and Their Administration,asfilngton, D.
trniteaS"tam Vrinting Office, 1935, pp.51- o5.

c.:
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any attempt is made to reduce the causes of irregular attendance.
Brazelton 1 1n her study "Excessive Absences of High
School Girls", found that absences in Tucson, Arizona, were
due largely to personal illness. Illness in the Brazelton
study was responsible for fifty-nine and three-tenths per
cent of all the absences. This percentage is twenty-two and
nine-tenths per cent higher than the percentage of illness
for Texarkana, which is shown in Table IV page 28 .
Turning from illness to other causes of irregular

'
·attendance one finds that work is the second major cause of
absence, Table V, page 33, gives some of the miscellaneous
causes for irregular attendanc~. Among the causes given,
work and the need of shoos and clothing occur more frequently. Work accounted for twenty-four and eighty hundredtns
per cent of the cases of absence in the study of irregular
attendance at Texarkana, Arkansas, while need of clotlling
and sho~s was responsible for eight and ninety-three hundredths per cent of the total cause of irregular attendance. Palmer 2 found in his study at Philadelphia, that
during periods of prosperity boys sixteen years of age and
over drop out of school and go to work so that they can
make good the family losses that occurr~d during periods of
depression.
1 Calanthe

Brazelton, "Excessive Absenc es of High
School Giris: School Review, Vol. XLVII, No. 1, January,
1 939, pp. 51-55.
8
0haa. W. Palmer, op. cit., pp. 68-70.

33

TABLE V
MISCELLANEOUS ·· CAUSES OF ABSENCES

I
Work
Gainful Work
Home Work

~

3

~

GRADES
5

s

7

8

TOTAL PER
CENT

g IO IIl2

5 5 17 44 32 24 24 1 9 21 18 20 1 5 244 32 . 50
2 3 10 32 25 20 23 15 1 5 17 12 1 2 1 86 24 . 80
4 6 1 8 3 58 7 . 7 1
4
l
3 2 7 12 7

Needed Shoes and
1315 1 5 8
Clothing

6

4

0

1

4

1

0

Inclement
Weather

5 15 J.4

7

2

0 11

3

1

0

3

0

61

8 .10

Trip out of
town

4 5

2

3

3

3

1

1

0

1

0 2

25

3 . 33

Accidents

8 4

3

1

4

0

0

1

0

0

0 l

22

2 . 93

Lateness

1 9

3

0

0

1

0

1

0

0

2 2

19

2 . 53

Death in
Family

2 2

4

0

1

1

3

0

1

0

0 0

14

1.84

Truancy

1 3

2

3

3

1

0

0

0

0

0 0

13

1.73

Recreation

3 0

1

0

l

l

0

0

2

0

0 0

8

1.06

Discipline

0 0

1

0

0

1

0

0

0

0

1 1

4

. 53

0 67

8 . 93

TOTAL

42 58 62 66 52 36 39 26 29 20 26 21 477 63 . 50

TOTAL
ILLNESS

59 39 49 25 17 1 7 2114

TOTAL MISCELLANEOUS

42 58 62 66 52 36 39 26 28 20 26 21 477 63 . 50

GRAND TOTAL

8 10

7

7 273 36.40

-

10197lll 9 1 69 53 60 40 37 30 33 28 750 99 . 90
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This is especiall y true at Texarkana , for boys
this age-group.

of

Boys had a chance to get many of the jobs

that men formerly hel d when the men were attracted to the
war plants on account of high.er wages .

The boys then took

the men•s places as porters, delivery men, janitors , waiters, and as helpers in garages and filling stations .
of these boys

Many

would work for a brief period of time and

return to school.

Some of them held part-time jobs that oc-

casi onally required one or more days absence.

For many of

tpem it was an opportunity to earn their first real money.
Cunningham1 found in her study of the causes of
absence among whites and Mexican school children in Waco,
Texas, that work

accounted for four and sixty-six

dreths per cent of the total cases .
absence ranked fifth in her study.

hun-

Work as a cause of
Fram Table V, page 33 ,

it can readily be seen that work as a cause of absence in
this study ranks second only to illness, causing twentyfour and eighty hundredths per cent of the total cases of
absence. From a comparison of the two studies, we see that
work is a greater cause for absence at Texarkana, Arkansas ,
than it was at Waco , in 1940. However, one must remember that
the Waco study by Cunningham included only elementary pupils.
This study included elementary as well as secondary pupils.
1 Margaret L. Cunningham, op. cit ., p . 7
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Another thing to remember is the fact that the work opportunity at Texarkana, was unusually great in 1941-1942 because of construction of two war plants in nearby Bowie
County.

In the Cmm.ingham study insufficient clothing played
a minor part in the causes of absence. Only two and threetenths per cent of the total cases of absence was due to insufficient clothing.

In this study, the need of shoes and

clothing caused eight and ninety-three hundredths per cent
of the total cases of irregular attendance.
In the Texarkana study the greatest number of absences occurred in the third grade, but the first grade
had the largest enrollment.

In the Cunningham study the

largest ntnnber of absences were found in the first grade ,
and this grade had the largest enrollment.
Brazelton1 found in her study at Tucson, Arizona,
that absences other than illness were due to the following
causes: cases requiring individual adjustment nineteen and
three-tenths per cent; truancy, twelve and five-tenths per
cent; work, five and nine-tenths per cent; and trips, three
per cent.

By comparing the writer's study with the Braz-

elton study we find in her investigation that work was responsible for five and nine-tenths per cent of the total
absences.
1

In this study work accounted for twenty-four and

Calanthe Brazelton, op. cit., pp. 51-55
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eighty hundredths per cent of the ' caaes of absence. Work
caused more than 400 per cent more absences in the Texarkana , than in the Tucson Arizona, study.

In the Brazel-

ton study truancy accounted for twelve and five-tenths per
cent of the total cases of irregular attendance.

In the

study made at Texarkana, truancy as a cause of absence was
insignifi cant.

Truancy caused only one and seventy-three

hundredths per cent of the total cases.
Ma.rtin1 observed that pupils going to the movies
more than twice a week caused no more absences that

the

pupils who went to the movie once a week or less. The
study made at Texarkana., showed that movies ca.used only
thi rteen hundredths of one per cent of the absences. In
other words

0

go1ng to movies" was listed as a. cause of

abs ence in both of these studies - even

though a neg-

l igible cause 1n the latter.
One can see fran a careful study of Tables r:v and
V, on pages 28 and 33, respectively, that many of the causes
of irregular attendance a.re socio-economic. Moehlman2 found
in his study at Detroit that twenty per cent of the causes
of absence was due to the socio-economic condition of the
parents.

The Detroit study and the Cunningham study both

emphasize the fact that there is a positive correlation between economic status and school attendance. Likewise, it
1Edw1n D. Martin, "Some Causes of Non-Attendance
In a Junior High School,n School and Society, Vol. LV.
No. 1413, January 24, 1942, pp. lffi-111.
2 Arthur B. Moehlman, op. cit., p. 323.
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is noted that man:yJof the underlying causes of irregular attendance at Texarkana, were due to economic conditions in the homes of the children.
Reavis , Pierce , and Stullken1 in their investigation of school attendance found that work and weather
were two main causes of irregular attendance.

They stated

that work was the second outstanding cause of irregular
attendance.

This research work on the part of Reavis,

Pierce, and Stullken agrees with the findings in the Texarkana study which pointed out that work accounted for
twenty-four and eighty hundredths per cent of the absences
and the lack of adequate shoes and clothing for bad weather eight and ninety-three hundredths per cent.

In Tables IT and V, pages 28 and 33 respectively,
is given the percentage of absence due to each cause.
From this sunnnary one gets a picture of the causes of irregular attendance in the Negro schools of Texarkana, Arkansas. Illness caused thirty-six and four- tenths per cent of
the total cases of absence. Work was responsible for
twenty-four and eighty hundredths per cent of the absentees. Lack of shoes and clothing accounted for eight
and ninety-three hundredths per cent of the cases. These
three causes, illness, gain.ful employment, and insufficient shoes and clothing were responsible, one reasons.
1w1111am c. Reavis, Paul R. Pierce and Edward H.
Stullken , op. cit., pp. 108-115.
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for seventy Vand thirteen hundredths per cent of the cases
of irregular attendance.

Fram the above facts, it seems

that the great problem of irregular attendance in the
Negro schools of Texarkana, Arkansas., centers around these
factors, and if the schools are to serve completely the
people for whom they were established these causes must
be reduced by the earnest co-operation of teachers, parents, school officials, and progressive citizens.

CHAPTER V

SUMMARY AND IMPLICATION
OF
FINDINGS
This study has poi nted out that of the 1018 pupils
that were enrolled in the elementary secondary schools
during t~e school year 1941-1942, 750 were absent one or
more times . Two hundred and seventy- six or 36.40 per cent
of these absences were due to ill ness ;

186 or 24 . 80 per

cent to gainful work ; and 67 pr 8 . 93 per cent, to a lack of
proper shoes and clothing . These three factors lad in the
causes of absences for the pupils of the Texarkana, Arkansas,

Negro schools - being responsible for 70 . 13 per cent of all
absences.
The other factors listed by these students as causes
for absences were : inclement weather , 61 or 8 .10 per cent;
home work, 58 or 7 . 71 per cent ; trips out of town, 25 or
33 per cent; accidents , 22 or 2 . 93 per cent ; death in fami ly, 14 or 1 . 84 per cent ; truancy, 13 or 1 . 73 per cent ;
recreation, 8 or 1 . 06 per cent ; discipline, 4 or . 53 per
cent , Any program or effort that may be proposed or undertaken to improve the attendance of the Texarkana, Arkansas, Negro schools must give due consideration to these
factors, with special e mphasis on i l lness , work~insufficient
clothing .
The chief c ause of illness in this study was colds .
Colds were responsible for 1 3 . 73 per cent of the absences .
Only work had a higher frequency than col ds . Other c auses
39
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of illness ranked according to the number of times they occurred were mumps, family illness, headaches, and vaccinations. Thus, it can be clearly seen that illness is a serious problem confronting the schools included in this investigation .
The findings of this investigation support in particular those of Cunningham. at Waco, Henderson at Salt Lake
City, and Brazelton at Tucson; whose studies showed that
illness was the largest factor responsible for irregular
attendance .
Work ranked second as a factor causing irregular
attendance. Two hundred forty-tour cases of absences, or
32.50 per cent of the total, were due to pupils working
either outside or in the home. In accepting this finding
one must not lose sight of the fact that often pupils give
"I had to work" only as an excuse or pretext for being absent from school, when the cause is, they are dissatisfied
with the offerings and activities of the school. It is true
that the average elementary or secondary curriculum offers
but little to the average boy in meeting his real needs and
interests . The third big cause of irregular attendance was
the fai lure of parents to provide adequate shoes and clothing. Many children had to stay at home on cold or rainy
days because they had insufficient clothing. '11hey had no
umbrella or rubbers. These children had to stay away from
school until they could get the clothes appropriate for the
weather.
With respect to enrollment, Texarkana, Arkansas,
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Schools for Negroes had in 1941-1942, 693 pupils 1n the six
grades of the elementary school; 201 pupils in the seventh,
eighth, and ninth grades (the junior high school); 124 pupils in the tenth, eleventh, and twelfth grades (the senior
high school). Of the total enrollment 68.07 per cent was in
the elementary grades, 19.74 per cent in the junior high
school, and 12.18 per cent in the senior high school.
When we consider the percentage of attendance, we
find that it was lowest in the first grade and highest in
the eleventh and twelfth grades. The percentage of attendance in the first grade was 65.8 while the percentage of
attendance for the eleventh grade was 86.4. The difference
in percentage for the two grades was 20.6. The three grades
that had the highest percentage of attendance, were the
third, eleventh, and twelfth, respectively. The third grade
led in the attendance in the first six grades. The highest
percentage of attendance in the junior high school was
found in the ninth grade, while the eleventh grade led not
only the senior high school, but all the grades as well.
The Texarkana, Arkansas, Negro schools' percentage of attendance was seventy-six for the school year 1941-1942,
which is about eleven per cent below the national average
and 3.1 per cent below the state average for 1940.
From the author's findings, illness was given as a
major cause of irregular attendance. This leads to the implication that a sound and effective program of health and
physical education would reduce many of the absences. This
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program would of necessity require a competent doctor, a
trained nurse, and several well-selected physical education
instructors. To carry out such a program suitable equipment
will be needed.
Since a large number of Texarkana pupils did have
to stay out of school to work, it implies that vocational
guidance is needed in the schools. Al.ong with vocational
guidance, vocational education should be provided to meet
the economic needs of these boys and girls. Vocational
training should begin in the elementary school because
(1) only 12.18 per cent of the total enrollment is in the
high school, (2) such high percentage of pupils tend to
drop out of school permanently before the completion of the
elementary school. Some guidance leaders hold that a comprehensive program of vocational guidance beginning 1n the
upper elementary grades and in the junior high school will
not only reduce irregular attendance and dropouts, but will
promote to an appreciable degree the occupational efficiency of those who actually drop out.
From the pupils and parents answers to the questionnaires, it was found that a large percentage of the pupils
needed shoes and clothing. This is an economic cause of
absence which has two implications. 'l'he first one is, that
the Texarkana, Arkansas, Negro schools
an adequate program in both general and

should

provide

vocational

education and thereby enable dropouts and graduates to
earn suf'ficient income to secure the essential9 of life.

43

The second

is that the school should offer vocational edu-

cation for adults in order that they may be able to make
the necessary vocational adjustments and attain economic
security through occupational efficiency. Such adults would
then not find it necessary to keep children home to work in
order to earn income for the family .
In conclusion, it appears that the data presented
in this investigation point to the need for a study of the
employment opportunities for Negroes at Texarkana . After
the opportunities are found the curriculum should be modified or organized so as to prepare workers to enter them .

APPENDIX A
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PUPIL ATTENDANCE STUDY
Texarkana., Arkansas
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
lO.
11.

Name
Date of Birth
Grade_______A_d_dr_e_s_s Age Distance from school: City--b~1-o-c~k_s_____M~ir1-e~s----Father's Name
Address - - Father'ss Name
Occupation ----.A...dl""'...
Mother
dr-e~s-s____________
I
Mother's Occup-a ~t~i-o_
n___
-----------Number of brothers __
--_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-A_g_e_s________
Number of sisters_,.________,,_ Ages
How many rooms are there in your home?
Do you suffer from headaches, colds, or other Illness?

---

l2. Did you have a doctor? ____ What is his name?
1 3. Did you have to work to help support the famil_y_?_ __
14. Were you absent on account of rubbers, shoes, or rain-

34 .
35.
36 .

coat?
What is your favorite recreation?
At what hour do you usual ly go to the movies?
What day do you usually go to the movies?
What time is your favorite program usually heard over
the radio?
Were you absent from school on account of a circus or
parade?
Do you like many friends?
Do you like small groups?
Are you happiest when alone?
Did you attend school regularly last year?
Are you interested in getting a perfect attendance
card?
Is your room at school attractive?
Do you like the opening exercise at your school?
Are you allowed to leave the room when it is necessary?
-A re you g iven credit for the good you do?
Should a teacher have favorites?
Do you like your teacher?
Do you think that she is your friend?
Does she nag at you?
Does the teacher explain the l essons so you can understand them?
Are you given definite tasks at school?
Can you hear from where you sit at school?
What is it that goes on at school that you do not like?

37.
38 .
39.
40.
41.

Do you have to work too hard?
Do you have to stay in after school?
How many whippings have you had this term?
Is your seat comfortable at school?
Does the school ask for too much money?

15.
16 .
17 .
18 .
19 .
20 .
21.
22.
23 .
24.
25.
26 .
27 .

~

28.
29.
30 .
31 .
32.
33.

---
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42.
43.
44 .
46.
46.
47.

Are you interested in being promoted?
~ere you promoted last year?
What kind of books do you like to read?
Are any of these books at your school?
Na.me one
What do you plan to do for a life's worl<'r"
Do you think the school is helping you to _r_e_a_c_h_ y_o_ur
__
aim?
48. What would you like to do at school?
49. Tlh.at subject do you like mos t?
so . What subject do you like least?
51. \7hich one of your school subjects ls most difficult?
52 . "Is your school developing for you an interest or appreciation in any of the following"?
(Put an 11 X11 before favorable replies).
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10 .

Athletics sports .
Music
Theatres and movies
Use of library
Reading books and magazines outside of the library
Interest in good health
Religious activities
Social activities
Citizenship activities
Interest in further education

53 . Can you state any other reason why you were absent?
54 . Why were you a bsent?
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APPENDIX B
FORM B
PUPIL ATTENDANCE STUDY FOR WASHINGTON HIGH SCHOOL
Name of Pupil
Address of Pupil
Absent :

(Please draw a circle around one of the f ollowing:)

Morning

Date:

Afternoon

------------,

1 941 .

All Day
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FEDERAL SECURITY AGENCY

U.S. OFFICE OF EDUCATION
WASHINGTON

llay 25 , l 942

-r. Herman Caldv,ell
9l2 Edward Avenue
Orr School

Texarkana, Arkansas
Dear l.:r . Cald-well :

In reply to your letter of recent dat e v;e are li:,ting

below the percentage of attendance in public elementary and
secondary schools of t he United States for the year s you

mention :

1935- 36
1936- 37
1937- 36
1936- 39
1939- 40
1940- 41

......... .. . 84 .6%
... .... ... .. 85 , 2
.. ....... .. . 85 . 8
... .... ...... 86 . J
66 .7
...... . Est • 87 . 0
•

•

♦

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

••

Very truly your s ,

~W-~
Emer y U. Fost er, Chief
Division of Statisti cs
5
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